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Dorchester Gaol, September 12, Year 

' 1823 of the last stage of Idolatry. 
’ Netieusour BuTTERWORTH, , 

From any known worth in you, I do notaddress you. You 
havea name, and you are the legislator for the Methodists 
—their deputy in the House of Commons; therefore, | se- 
lect. your name, something known, however worthless, as a 
amediom for communicating my ideas of Methodism to 
the Methodists. 

“Ht becomes me to say a few words'to you ina neighbourly 
‘way, before I enter upon the real subject of the letter; because 
You are conspicuous as an intolerant sectarian, Methodism 
‘tus neither moralized nor mollified your mind, It has nei- 
ther made ou honest, humble, nor humane. If it'has made 
You wealthy, it bas not made you wise: and your iguorance, 
weak, is-insolent and intrusive, and better worth a flap- 
‘ping with & goose-quill, than a more troublesome chastise? 





‘In'the last session of the legislators, you came into hostile 
contact with Mr. Hume:—he in-attack,-you in defence, of 
_ Seclatianism :+—he, a philanthropist, arguing for the tolera- 
mot all sects, as the best means of getting rid of all the 
evils'arising from their hostility and heart-burnings; you, a 
narrow-minded sectarian, fearing some other sect would get 
the apper hand of your own; denouncing at the same time 
wen posite principles, because neither of them were calcu- 


add to your profits and influence. You denounced 
| Cattite, You denounced both, because you feared both. 












ion of the Roman Catholics and the no-religion of 
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You knew well, that the religion of the Roman Catholics if 
free, was calculated to beat your religion on the the score 
of its delusive powers upon mankind; and you knew, that 
the priuciples of Carlile, when fairly examined and under. 
stood, were calculated to overthrow all delusion. So that 
both were calculated to overthrow that delusion which you 
wish to have supported. Your opposition had more of trick. 
ery than intolerance in it; so | should have told you, had | 
been your fellow-legislator; and I verily: think, that, than 
you, | am better qualified for a bookselling legislator. We 
are alike in another respect, for each bas thrown off the lea- 
ther apron to become a bookseller; though, than yours, my 
movements have been as much more honourable as they have 
been more known and more important *. 

Mr, Hume was perfectly right when he told you, that the 
sect of which you made one were most to be feared; and 
that they were, in fact, the Roman Catholics, the Jesuits of 
the day. It must be evident to the impartial observations of 
all, that your sect aims to be what the Roman Catholics 
have been, and that these abused Catholics can by no means 
again become half so mischievous and pernicious as your 
sect is at present. If they caused burnings and persecutions 
your sect causes suicides and child murders equally numer- 
ous, and a mental torture that is peculiar to Methodism. 
Upon your labouring dupes are inflicted the austerities of the 
Trappist with the influence of the Jesuit, and to the gloom 
of a life in which a smile is forbidden, is super-added the 
constant terror of the doctrine of a Devil and perpetual bell 
fire, mére degrading in its effects and more horrible in its 
consequences than that Devil-Worship in Ceylon, which you 
send out missionaries to destroy. Why not. let the Cey- 
lonese worship the Devil in their own way? [tis impossi- 
ble that they can live in more fear and terror of this phar- 
tom of the mind than an English Methodist. Your Metho- 
dist Priests are as much Devil-Priests, as the Right Reverend 
Devil-Priests of Ceylon: and of the two sets of religious 
wretches, who are their dupes, I will warrant the Ceylonese 
to pass the happier and more moral life. I will say more 
about this Devil- Worship as I proceed. 

The existing sect of Methodists is well understood to have 
originated with John Wesley; though I am of opinion, thatif 
John could see the present state of the sect, he would 


di ae says, that Mr. Butterworth was once a forger and filer of bri- 
é bits. 
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ashamed of it, and see the same grounds for converting them 
apew as he saw with other sects of Christians when he com- 
menced his career. The humility which was the charac- 
teristic of the first Methodists is now no where to be seen; 
the sect begins to exhivit all the influences of power and 
wealth, and to vie in its attractive qualities with the most 
pompous of the other sects. The Priests of this sect, instead 
of riding about the country on a poor palfrey, with an al- 
lowance of sixpence per meal, are now splendidly accommo- 
dated in Parsonage Houses, and feel themselves as capable of 
bargaining with the Government of the day for the support 
of their whole sect, as ever the Priests of the Established 
Charch or of the Roman Catholic church could have done. 

It is well known, Sir, that you owe your election for Do- 
ver to the value which the, Cabivet sets upon the in- 
fluence of your sect: that it was a concession made on one 
side for a pledge of support on the other: and that, but for 
the political power and influence of the sect of the Method- 
ists, you never would have been a legislator. It is a truce 
between two corrupt powers to support each other: for ve- 
rily, 1 do think, that real hostility between you would be 
the speedy downfall of both. An alliance with the Metho- 
dists was one of the last shifts of the Government, alter the 
failure of Sidmouth’s memorable Preacher’s Bill, in 1811. 
That was an effort to strike a fatal blow at your sect: it 
failed; in the succeeding year Sidmouth hypocritically af- 
fected toturn Methodist, and you were brought iu as a member 
for Coventry. The year following, or 1813, the Parliament, 


with the consent of the Bishops, yielded the Unitarian Act. 


And in the course of another or two, at farthest, you shall 
all yield the palm of superiority to the Materialist—to the 
member.of no sect, because the worshipper of no God; no 
idolator; the renouncer of godcraft, devilcraft, kingcraft, 
piiestcraft, witchcraft, and all crafts that injure and rob the 
industrious craftsman. 

The tenets of Methodism consist in the reception of the 
whole Bible as the revealed word of God: even those won- 
derful revelations,about creating light and darkness, day and 
hight, with vegetation, &c. before the sun! ‘This creator, it 
feems, could not reveal to us any thing about the motions of 

planets, nor could he reveal the shape and motion of the 
earth! Out upon a belief in such a creator and such a reve- 
n of nothing. 

But the Methodists believe it, and that is enough for my 

Present purpose. They believe also, that those pretty sto- 
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ries are revealed by God, which we are told in Genesis 
about Adam, Eve, and the serpent; Cain and Abel; Noah 
and his sons; Abraham, and his wife, and handmaid; Lot 
his wifeand daughters; Isaac, his wife and sons; Jacob, his 
wives, their maids, his children, and his cunning way of 
managing his father-in-law’s sheep as well as his daughters; 
Judah, his sons and daughter-in-law; Hamor, Shechem, and 
Dinah ; Joseph and his mistress, and all such fine things, as 
happen every year, in every village, where a hundred bu- 
man beings are collected: excepting the grosser parts of the 
tales, which ate peculiar to Jehovah and his favourites the 
Jews. All this, and all the horrid and obscene tales which 
the Bible reveals, and which no other book can pretend to 
reveal, the Methodists swallow as the revealed word, will, 
and pleasure of their Gods, or their triune God! 

They believe a great deal more, for they believe these 
and other most immoral and most borrible tales, altered and 
distorted, dressed and fashioned according to the ranting, 
distorted minds of their preachers. There is no marvellous 
story, no shocking denunciation in the Bible, but they glibly 
believe, and take as truth all the abominable inventions that 
their ignorant preachers impose upon them. To enquire in- 
to the possibility of a thing, which a preacher says the Bible 
reveals, is to shake the foundation of their supposed salva- 
tion: and to doubt for a moment the infallibility of the most 
gross ignorance, is to yield to the powers, the suggestions, 
and the workings of Satan! Happier the Ceylonese! who 
openly profess to worship this Satan! who are not so rash 
as to bid defiance to the power which they believe to be 
equipotent with omnipotence ! 

Ah! ye poor deluded, duped Methodists! keep your mis- 
sionary-pence, your bible-pence, your tract-pence, you! 
love-feast-pence, your weekly-class-pence, your monthly- 
pence, your quarterly-pence, your half-yearly-pence, yout 
yearly-pence, keep all your pence, seek instruction from 
those who can instruct you in the knowledge of your ow? 
and all other existences, convert yourselves, reform your 
selves, lighten your own darkness, and shake off that most 
horrid of all horrid tyrannies to which you are subject, and 
under which you groan and are pressed to the earth. Be 
moral; be sociable with all who are moral; and know, that 
your priests are impostors: that they know no more about 
god and satun than the benighted Indians know; and that 
the whole of their preaching is a trick to rob you of the 
fruits of your industry. If they are so wise, as you believe 
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them to be, why do they not come and instruct me, who 
publicly declare, that after the fullest deliberation and the 
most ample research, I find all the words which I have been 
taught to use about god or gods, devil or devils, spirit or 
spirits, relate to nothing, and are nothing but idle words ? 
Send your Preachers, your Missionaries to preach to, and to 
convert, me! Why do they go to Indiato seek the heathen, 
when here am J, an avowed heathen, one who declares, that Zo 
believe no power superior in intelligence to man himself, is 
the result of all philosophical enquiry—the corner stone— 
the very foundation of truth and human knowledge ? 

Ichallenge you, Mr. Butterworth, to bring the most able 
of your preachers, of your missionaries before me, and | 
will show you, that 1 can smash their craft in an instant. [| 
will put all their notions about god, devil, and spirits to 
fight in less time than they take to preach a sermon. This 
isno bombast, no ranting; it is serious writing, and the re- 
sultof sound knowledge. I mean what I write; and will 
take tt as a favour if any Priest or Missionary in England 
or elsewhere will come and try his evangelical powers with 
me. I must send out of Dorsetshire, for pot a priest of this 
county will answer my invitation. Parson Davis has writ- 
ten, but he fears to meet me again! What does all this say, 
whilst ] and my Sister, and a dozen others, are imprisoned 
for publishing such books as I will defend before all the 
priests who are living? On this head, my education is fi- 
nished and I challenge superiority. Not a priest in the 
country shall have any rest until he can oppose and vanquish 
me by fair argument. I will make more havoc with the 
Vevil-Priests at home than your Missionaries can make 
with them abroad! Devil-Priests! yes! all Priests are 
anc ! There can be no priests, no religion without 
a devil palettes el esntien 9 0 = 2 oe 

That I may be the better and more early understood, in 
the use of this word Devil-Priest, I will copy one of your 
Missionary Papers, which is sent forth quarterly, as a sti- 
mulus to bring in subscription money for the Missionaries: 
and Whoever wishes to see the real character of these Mis- 
siotaries, and what they do when they get to the East Jn- 
dies, let him read the. work of the Abbe Dubois, who has 

twenty yearsa Missionary among the Hindoos and de- 

elares the task to be hopeless! 

In this Missionary paper, there is a woodcut, describing 
the figure of the Devil-God, and a representation of a sick 
Man brought before him for cure; aud I will warrant it, 
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that be has cured as many wervous diseases as ever Prince 

Hohenloe has cured or will cure. This Prince Hoheploe 

will spoil your part in the traffic, if you do not ummediately 

set your Methodist Parsons to perform similar miracles, 

The more marvellous, the more charming to the multitude. 
The following is the paper: 


“ The following remarks on the Devil Worship performed at Ceylon has 
been furnished by the Rev. B. Clough, lately returned from that Island. 
We make it the subject of this paper, as bemg the most satisfactory and 
particular account of that awful species of superstition which has yet been 
published, as caculated to awaken livelier sympathies in behalf of a 
people so fearfully and so literally under the sway of the God of this world. 

‘In Ceylon, there exists, at least, five distinct systems of heatheu idolatry; 
namely, Braminism, Buddhism, Capoism, Baliism, and Yakédurism: and a 
minute description of these different forms of idolatry, the nature and ten- 
dency of the ceremonies connected with them, and the demoralizing effects 
which they severally have upon the native inhabitants, woyld excite the 
deepest sympathies in behalf of these benighted heathens. 

‘ The print here given is connected with that form of Singhalese idolatry 
which is called Yakddurism; the literal meaning of which is, The expulsion 
of devils: but when the whole round of its ceremomies are considered, it 
properly means, The worship of devils! Whether such a form of idolatry 
does really exist in any part of the heathen world, hes, I am aware, been 
called in question. That people, at a distance from the spot where such 
scenes are practised, should entertain doubts, is not to be wondered at; 
for, on the first annunciation of so deplorable a fact as that of the Devil 
being worshipped, the thing appears altogether so shocking, that very strong 
testimonies are required to meke such a relation of human woe at all credi- 
ble. But this paper will be filled up with a statement of a few facts, collected 
by one who has been many years resident in the country, and has availed 
himself of every means of information on the subject; and for the purpose 
Of satisfying his own mind, has often done violence to his feelings, by being 
present on occasions when these horrid ceremonies have been performed : 
and it is hoped that a testimony of this kind will give additional weight to 
similar statements which have been often made in Missionary and other 
communications from that part of the world. Therefore I now state, and 
I wish to be heard in every corner of the Christian world, that the Deoils 
regularly, systematically, and ceremoniously worshipped by a large mayonty 
of the native inhabitants of the Island of Ceylon! The established heathen- 
ism of this Island is Buddhism, which both condemns and prohibits the 
worship of devils: at the same time, the essential principles of Buddhism 
are such, as open the way fur the introduction and establishment of the 
degrading notions which have established this species of Satanic adoration 
in this country. Buddha was an Atheist, in the most absolute sense of the 
word ; his writings, or more properly, the writings of his learned followers, 
which are very voluminous, exhibit a most complete and sophistical system 
of Atheism. In these writings, the eternity of matter is asserted: the exist- 
ence of a Creator is unequivocally denied; every idea of the existence of one 
Eternal Almighty God, the maker and upholder of all things, «s banished from 
the minds of the reflecting Buddhists ; t ey are truly left in a state described 
Mf the Apustle—* without God in the world’ They have no ‘ Universel 
‘ather;’ no divine Superintending Power; the world has no moral and 
righteous Governor; and, consequently, no final Judge! So that strange 
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sible in this place to detail. The chief actors in these ceremonies are the 
Yakddurayas. These men are supposed to carry on continual intercourse 
with the Devil: they are also supposed not only'to have a particular ac. 
quaintaince with him, but also great influence over him. I here give yo 
opinion on this ee but on questioning these men in private whether 
or not they really did bold converse with the Devil, they have replied in 
the affirmative; and yet such has been their confusion or peculiar agitation 
of mind on these occasions, that I have had reason to believe they made 
the conféssion reluctantly, and with no design to impose on me. However, 
this I leave; only remarking, that in the person and whole demeanor of 
these men, there is something exceedingly strange and unaccountable ; and 
[ never could prevail on one of them to look me in the face. They gene- 
rally converse with much agitation; and I never met one in the country, 
on the road, but he would really hide his head in the jungle till I had pas- 
sed. These men, having a particular knowledge of the devils, are resorted 
to in cases when persons dedicate themselves to one of th: se internal beings ; 
which is a practice of the natives, to place themselves under the protection 
of the Devil. I forbear to describe the ceremonies practised on these 
occasions of self-dedication to Satan. Like most of their ‘ works of dark- 
ness,’ they are performed in the night. Children, at the hour of their birth, 
are generally dedicated to some one of these evil beings. And it is anaw- 
ful fact, that, in hundreds and thousands of instances, the poor deladed 
people are so anxious to place themselves, and all connected. with them, 
uinler the care and protection of the Devil, that their children are sv lewnly 
dedicated to him before they are born! In such cases, the first thing put 
upon the body of the infant, at the period of its birth, is the amulet or the 
charm, or, in other words, the writing which contains the name, the colour, 
the ofiice, the influence, and geneial character of that Devil to whom the 
child is dedicated. 

*So generally does this superstition prevail, that if a Sermon J once 
heard the worthy Petrus Panddetta Sekera preach out of doors to a large 
congregation, against the worship of Devils, he made.a solenmm appeal:to 
his congregation; and said, that he feared almost every individual who 
heard him that day was living in the practice of Devil-worship. He stated 
also, a fact which shews to » es an extent the superstition prevails ;—That 
when he was a priest of Buddha, he commenced.a journey to the city of 
Kandy, with a number of other priests, to attend a celebrated: festival. 
They arrived at a certain place, one evening, said to be unser the govern- 
ment of a very noted |evil; and all his companions feared to pass through 
that part of his dominions, without making some offering to him. Petrus, * 
heathen as he was at the time, remonstrated with his fellow-travellers, but 
im vain: every one of them went to the place where the Devil was wor- 
shipped, and, by an act of devotion, acknowledged their submission to his 
power. 

‘When the Portugues: had possession of the Island of Ceylon, <m| 
prohibited Décdwaphip by government regulations, and made it a cap ta 
dfence for any one to profess himself a Devil-Priest.. The Dutch enacted 
w law against it, but less rigourous. How far such measures were success 
ful, it-is difficult to say; but it is a fact, that the delusion has so completes 
hold on the hearts of the people, and occupies their hopes and fears 80 
strongly, that nothing but the Gospel of Christ’ cai effectually succeed in 
eradicating its principles, and destroying its practice. Oflate years, many 
important steps have been taken towards a complete overthrow of this 
system. The Missionaries, on the various stations they now occupy, have 
ditected:much of their attention. to id, and. eposed it by every prudent 











means; and in all our schools, among the children, the horror of this wick- 
ed worship is deeply impressed on their minds. So successful have we 
been in this respect, that the Christian youths, taught in our schools, not 
sly refuse to have any thing to do with such ceremonies themselves, but 
by the most public opposition, manifest their dislike. When they hear of 
tions being made, in any house, for what is called a Devil-dance, a 
| party of them will often go to the spot, remonstrate with the people, 
and, if their own arguments will not avail, threaten to inform, and bring the 
Missionary, which is generally successful. In the large and populous vil- 
lage of Colpetty, I have known many instances in which our elder boys 
have, by their own exertions, put down these vile ceremonies: hence in 
that village, which a few years ago abounded with such practices, a cere- 
mony of this kind is now scarcely ever performed. At another large and 
populous village about two miles to the south of Colpetty, where the same 
ices were very prevalent, a number of the Yakddurayds and Cappoas 
united together, to have a grand ceremony, which was to continue a week, 
and at which thousands of people .were expected to attend with offerings. 
In this village several pious natives reside, who have been truly converted 
toGod; they were shocked to witness the preparations going on : they 
united to protest against the ceremony, exerted all their influence to pre- 
vent it; and came to me, to beg I would assist them. I went to the spot, 
witnessed the shocking preparations, and shall never forget the zeal of the 
pious natives, who were principally females. After contending the matter 
tor. two days, with a Le host of devil’s priests, our friends succeeded in 
preventing this ceremony from being performed ; and pleasing to tell, these 
men have scarcely ever since been able to raise their heads in public. 
_* Our excellent friend, George Nadoris, a short time before I left the 
country, was taken very ill, and ordered, by the doctors, to go to his native 
‘village for:a change of air. .That village (Amblom Goddy) is the most no- 
torious in the Island for Devil-worship, and is proverbially given ap to it. 
When George arrived there, he was instantly surrounded by his family, 
his friends and their numerous connections, eutreating him to allow them 
tosend for the Devil’s priests, to expel the Devil and cure him of his dis- 
order. But George was firm, and proof against all the attempts made 
upon him; and not only opposed these practices, as they related to his 
own case, but continued while there, to reason with the people on their 
wickedness; and assured them, that Christianity had taught him to look 
to God, and to cast all his concerns into the hands of a merciful Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.—God graciously raised him up from the bed of death, re- 
et fom his friends and his work again; and, on his return to Colombo, 


had from himself the particulars of this Christian.triumph over the works 


‘One of those agents of Satan, with whom I had much conversation on 
the subject, lately begged a New Testament from me, which I gave him, on 


his solemn! promising me he would take care of it, and read it with attention 
sud . A day or two before I went on board ship, he came from his 


laze, about fifteen miles from Colombo, and brought a petition, signed by 
about fifty of the chief men of the village, requesting a Christian school, 
with the names of about fifty children as a commence cent. He offered 
as the Master ; and aged, if we would help and stand by him, 
Lyrala not only teach Seackenk upon Christian principles, but would 
the worship of the Devil both from his own, and the neighbouring 


- With what. feelings ought ‘the foregoing acco.nt to be read! Reader, 
behold: in this statement, what.onght to be to thee a matter of everlasting 
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titude,—that thou, by the grace of God, art not one of that world which 
ieth in the power of the wicked! Rejoice also in this, that many in Cey. 
lon have already, by the Missionaries sent out by thy liberality and prayers 
and the blessing of God npon their work, turned from this ‘ darkness to 
light,’ and, literally, ‘ from the power of Satan unto God.’ These are but 
the first triumphs of our ‘holy Gospel. Let us send it forth still wider, and 
pray more earnestly that the energ of the Holy Spirit ma accompany its 
preaching; and Satan shall fall, ‘ like lighning from heaven,’ from his throne, 
and his dominion over the wretched millions of mankind ; and Jesus be 
hailed, by every land and every tongue, as the great and universal Deliverer, 
* Several thousands of the native children of Ceylon are now taught to 
abhor the worship of Devils and every idol Temple, Their desire to be 
be instructed in Christianity is very strong. ‘ At Nagalgam school’ say 
the Missionaries, ‘ one half of the children have to come over a bridge to 
the school. Lately, a tax was laid upon the bridge; and as the children 
-were unable to pay, it was apprehended that they would be deprived of 
the opportunity of attending. However, it is a tact, that such was their 
anxiety to attend the school, and being unable to do it in any other way, 
some of the eldest boys actually tied their school-books, in a little bundle, 
on their heads, and swam across the river, twice a day, to get to school.’ 
** Every Person who subscribes to the Wesleyan Missionary Society 
One Penny or upwards, weekly, is entitled to one of these phy and 
every one who collects for the Society to the araount of One Shilling or 
more, weekly, is entided to the Missionary Notices. These Papers, the 
Monthly ‘Notices, the General View of the Missions, or Cards and Books 
for Collectors, will be sent to the order of any of the Methodist Ministers, 
or the Secretaries or Treasurers of the Auxiliary or Branch Wesleyan 
Missionary Societies. | 
“ Mr. Blanshard forwards the quantity desired to any Circuit in the 
kingdom by his book parcels. 
“ All Orders to be sent to the General Secretaries, 77, Hatton Garden, 
London.” 


_ It may be asked: “ And is it not all very proper that we 
should send out Missionaries to uproot such ignorance and 
stich superstition as this.” I auswer, yes: it would be all very 
roper, if you did not make it a mere exchange of superstitions. 

f you contented yourselves with instructing the indians how 
to get rid of one devil, without filling them with another, you 
would do good: but now it is really a question whether 
you do imptove them upon the score of religion and morality. 
Your superstition is as immoral and mischievous as their 
superstition: and yon, in my eye, are just as ignorant, jast 
se;much benighted, just so much to be pitied, as these poor 
Ceylonese! | can shew you as much error in your supersti- 
tion, as your Missionaries can shew to the Ceylonese lo- 
dians! Aye, and error of the very same kind too! — , 
If your Missionaries were to teach the Indians and Africans 

to read and write; to know the use of figures, and instead 
ing them religion teach them mechanical and chem! 

Ses ; then indeed, they would do some good by 
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heir missions: but, as far as they confine themselves to the 
ropagation of a religion, they do a positive evil, and retard 
the progress of civilization. 1t is a mere exchange of evils. 

It may be gathered from the foregoing paper, that the 
Buddhists have some very correct notions about the uni- 
verse, such as no Methodist Missionary can overthrow. With 
the Buddhists, 1, also, maintain the eternity of matter: I, 
also, unequivocally deny the existence of an intelligent 
Creator, or any distinct being as a Creator! Communicate 
mechanical and chemical science to these Buddhists, and no 
Priesteraft can ever injure them. This Missionary does 
not question their morality. He talks about their acknow- 
ledging the existence of a Devil; but it is a question whether 
he has not mistaken their ideas upon this matter. To attri- 
bute their pains to an evil power would be scientifically 
correct; provided, they did not personify that power. All 

inful sensations proceed from an evil power: that is, evd/ 
mn velation to the organization that suffers pain: but the 
practice of personifying the influences which affect the con- 
dition of animals, has led to all that dreadful misery which 
_ religion has introduced among mankind. I tis all erroneous: 

and the error bas the foundation here stated and no other. 
' | see the Editor of the little paper actually calls the Devil, 
the God of this world! ‘This is, indeed, making him the 
fourth God: aud if be masters the other three-in the posses- 
sion of this world; there is no question, but he will bid them 
defiance in the next! 

Go ye Methodists! and learn of the Buddhists—go learn, 
that there is no personal, no powerful, no intelligent God! 
. §0learn, that the devil has no existence but in the brains of 
fools and fanatics !—go learn, that intelligence, that sensation 
does not exist separate from the animal organization, and 
that to improve our conditions in this life, aud to be moral 
mall our actions, is the whole duty of man!. Go learn 
norality of the Indians, instead of teaching them religion! 
There is no actual knowledge, no truth, no knowledge of 
things, separate from chemical science: and when we see 
and know that this science is yet in its infancy, we can 
positively state, that knowledge is yet weak, and that truth 
'8 but just born. 

Ithas been often asked: “ What is Truth?” And no an- 
swer has been given. [ will now answer, that ¢ruth is that 
Principle, where, when, you demonstrate an effect, you can 

trace and demonstrate. its cause. The demonstration 
eh satisfactorily combines the cause and effect»of avy 
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given thing, is ¢ruéh: and that alone is truth which may be 
relied upon. From this, | infer that there is no truth ip the 
religious preaching of any priest; because be can dengp- 
strate nothing about which be preaches. 

Christians! ‘Complain of YAKADORISM! Why, what js 
their gospel throughout, but a resemblance of the books of 
the Buddhists; where Jesus Christ, a mere imaginary per. 
son, carries on a series of combats with the devil? | can 
trace Christianity to Asia Minor; but it is believed by most 
Oriental Scholars, that the tale had its foundation in the Ip. 
dies; that it was imported from Hindostan, and changed its 
name only in Asia Minor. 

Harkee! Methodists! Harkee! Christians all! Ye, ‘who 
talk about sending Missionaries to convert the heathen from 
idolatry to Chistianity—be ye told, that CHRISTIANITY Is 
ALSO IDOLATRY! The most knowing one among you is 
dared to disprove the assertion! Your Jehovah, your Jesus 
Christ, your Holy Ghost, your Devil, bas no more existence 
than Foh, than Vishnu, than Chrishna, than Brama, or 
any heathen God to whom a name has been given. 

Ignorance has personified the powers or matter, and you 
iguorantly aud wickedly cherish the imposture. But this 
shall cease when men of science shall be dragged forth to 
denounce it. In converting the Indiaas, you merely offer 
them a new version of their owntale. You will, by and by, 
find some of them qualified to dispute its originality, or 
your prior claim to the Christian Doctrines. They bad the 
tale of the Carpenter and his pregnant virgin-wife, in per- 
fection, long before you carried it tothem. Their Chrishua 
was quite as good as your Christ; and it is decreed, that 
your Christianity shall no more pollute the soil from whence 
it originated! So hold fast your penuies, ye silly Methodists: 
and use them to improve your own minds. The Devil- 
Priests of Ceylon cannot be more ignorant, more mischiev- 
ous creatures than the Devil-Priests who rule your minds 
and your bodies at home. A more appropriate name they 
never could have invented for themselves! For they could 
not convert the ignorant to Methodism without using the 
terrific influence which is allied to the words Devil and 
Heil-fire. These words are the weapons by which they 
strike down the understandings of ignorant people which 
they convert the inoffensive labourer into a frantic idolator. 

Know ye! Methodists! that the words Devil, Hell, and 
Helt-fire have no meaning separate from. your Priests ao 
their Priestcraft. Know ye! from one who is competent to 
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teach the matter, that there are no such beiugs as Gods, 
Spirits and Devits, and no such places as Heaven and Hell. 
They are all fictions; and to every one of your Priests who 
may be so wicked as to preach such words, such fictions, 
say: “Go preach that doctrine before Carlile and his 
friends ; and if he or they cannot refute you, we will then 
listen and believe.” 

I tell you, that they dare not do this, They would trem- 
ble before me as you tremble before them; and precisely 
upon the same grounds; because, they feel their own igno- 
rance when they stand before me to discuss this subject. 
They feel that 1 am their superior: that I know their tricks 
and that 1am their master. In my absence, they will loud] 
abuse me; but were I present among them, they would be 
found dumb and self-convicted of crime and ignorance, 
Whilst I am in Gaol and they in their pulpits, torrents of 
abuse and foul names are poured forth upon me: but were 
[ moving about the country, they wouldbe as meek, as 
crouching slaves, from the fear that I should be making one 
of their congregation. 

You, Mr. Butterworth, scouted the idea of allowing free 
discussion, when the matter was broached before the House 
of Commons: you seemed proud to boast that the peti- 
tion for that purpose did not contain the signatures of a 
Methodist: but you shall be taught, that free discussion once 
nanfully asserted and boldly followed up, will want no le- 
gislative sanction. 

I challenge you to your face to be a supporter of a sect 
and a creed that has no moral foundation, that relates neither 
fo trath nor to utility; and what can your parliament do to 
silence me? You shall argue or shall have no rest. You 
shall discuss the matter freely, or bide your face in a hole 
as the Indian did in the jungle. Bring your learned Adam 
Clark before me, and see of what little support the most 
brilllant talents are to falsehood and imposture. When I 
obtain my liberty, I shall follow you all, if you venture to 
preach openly such doctrines as have been hitherto preached, 
[will have free discussion or your silence; and you shall 
see that this line of conduct alone can put:a stop to those mi- 
series which falsehood and imposture have entailed upon 
mankind. You shall see that a determination to discuss all 
matters freely isa moral power, before which, no corrupt, no 

rannical power can stand. You value opinions not because 
ey are good, but because they are powerful, not because 
are defensible, because-they are embraced by a multi- 
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tude. _I value no opinions which can be-sbaken by other 
opinions. ] value nothing that will not bear the test of the 
most free discussion. It is here that [ triumph over you: 
because, if you and your leading Methodists shrink from 
discussion with me, it is proof of itself, that they are both 
ignorant and dishonest ; and that they tacitly yield the palm 
of superiority to those opinions and principles which | ad- 
vocate. 

Under this view of our hostile attitudes, you may expect 
in vain to rule a multitude of dupes, and draw from a 
million of labourers the major part of the profit of their 
labour’s produce. It will be in vain for you to ask them to 
deny themselves the necessaries of life, for God’s service, and 
that you and others may feed luxuriously aud hold power 
over them. The banner of reason is unfolded: her temple 
is open: and you must defend your creed and demonstrate 
your supernatural powers, or retire from the field of discus- 
- gion beaten and disgraced. 

In meddling with your sect of Methodists, my first object 
is to assure them, that they are all deceived as to their hopes 
about God and Saviour, Heaven and future life: my second 
object, to point out to them, the evils which they, by their 
idolatry, bring upon themselves; and, as sectarians, upon 
the community as a whole. 

In support of the first proposition, that there is no super- 
natural power, no supernatural place, I summon the aid of 
the whole of existing knowledge. ‘There is not an astrono- 
mer, there is not a chemist, there is not a traveller, there is 
not a Priest, who can give the slightest account upon de- 
monstration of such a power as a God, or supernatural in- 
telligent almighty being, nor of any dwelling place, whieh, 
upon any degree of probability, can contain such a being. 
It is sufficient for me, to put a negative upon such notions, . 
as the Methodists inculcate among each other, to call forth 
some Methodist priest to prove the positions upon which 
such notions are founded. Demonstration is the only pro- 

agator of truth; and he, who asserts any principle, 1s 0 
duty bound to demonstrate it, both as to cause and effect, 
the moment another puts a negative upon it. Denial can 
only exist in the absence of demonstration:-and the reasol 
that all mankind do not think alike is, because all the:r D0 
tions have not the necessary foundation in demonstration. 
They will by and by all think alike, as they rest upon de 
monstration. We- all assent instantly to whatever is demon 
strated to our senses, We all admit snow to be white 204 
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cold, and fire to be red and hot: ; 
bea light as oad gr tanat eee peta allow a feather to 
weso agree? Because we have a ance, And why do 
do we all disagree about what is Si Aud why 
Because we have no kind of demonstrati od and Religion? 
these words: because no assertion ae _" pent with 
them bas bad even the shallow prop of a made in support of 
sect must hold that some degree of er probability. Every 
other sect; and this is of itself a iil attaches to every 
because, wherever demonstration ne ee all are wrong; 
no doubt; and the total absence of ane , there could be 
sitions of every sect is the cause of e anonuration in the 
certain proof that one sect Jal ety Ae ec ennai the most 
igaorant people range under the Seen e other, and that 
pe matin nied wadhdentt: nt sects according to 
a could be de 
saggect, all. would be ne a as is preached by 
ble dissent upon such a point ce a could be no possi- 
colour and quality of snow or meal —_ there is about the 
demonstrated, therefore; the inve ti ut a God cannot be 
being must be an stationed eee ntion of the idea of such a 
ledge, We have every proof  eeegie et and not of know- 
ignorant of the physical world th eietpiipar yautistone io wine 
fore, we have no excuse for takit we are at present; there- 
iis pities atalding up nur koow ing. Npae eae 
upon the altars raised by oie. sie nowledge as a sacrifice 
Ubprar Methodist preechers could instruct ; 
tifying and prostrating the mi id uld instruct instead of ter- 
wonld he no.difficulty, ina ¢ _ of their followers, there 
race of mankind: but as ote see of the whole 
not exhibit the truth of an i cannot instruct, as they can- 
it is certain, that they are th ee which they preach, 
that they are as ignorant thos <a deceivers or deceived, 
that they can make pi ose who listen to them, end 
who are as ignorant as a, ar where but among those 
_ <sttate the slightest truth i what th pr 0 yin epee 
stantly make me a sonilirie. at they preach, they may in- 
(a arterial eee togphalled and [ ask you, 
making, and why it is not ‘aide se aacalherraion ta amor ol 
The Chaplain of this Gaol lent | 
America, which contained lent me a book called Bristed’s 
delity. After readin ‘th ‘tok T a aay he cate 
upon. paper as a spe * book I put the following words 
for well | knew thot; o be returned to him with the book; 
ait wedler th, it was lent to me because I was abused 
t the characte ; 
r of an infidel.—“‘ Infidelity is the re- 





336 THE REPUBLICAN. 


sult of knowledge or of ignorance. If of knowledge wh 
should ignorauce be allowed to decry it? ° If of ignorance 
why does not knowledge so exhibit and instruct it? © [,¢ 
any honest man answer me that.” 

What answer do you think the Chaplain gave me? 

None at all. 

And when the question is thus stated, who can answer it? 

No man. | 

Why then are the advocates of what is called infidelity 
persecuted ? 

Because ignorant and vicious men posséss physical power, 

What effect can this persecution have? 

The generation of human suffering: and the retention of 
misery by the rivetting of ignorance. 

Where does the immorality, the wrong doing rest? 

With the persecutors, who must be ignorant or vicious. 
“ That there is a God allnature cries aloud” some one has 
written and many have assented. Butit is an error if we 
personify the God: and itis not add nature, but our igno- 
rance of all nature, that socries aloud. I will not say with 
the fool in the Psalms that ¢here is no God, until some one 
has defined what he means by the word God: and the mo- 
— he attempts to do this, bwill say—there ts no such a 

od! > . 

As to the Bible, from which your Methodists draw their 
doctrines, and upou which théy vainly imagine that they can 
build a sure system, | have already said enough for its over- 
throw at other times and on other subjects, if all could read 
what I have said: but though I know, you, leaders, order 
your dupes not to read my publications, I also know, that 
even some ofthe Methodists will have enough of curiosity 
to examine what | have to say about them: I shall there- 
coos them here a brief history of the Bible, and Bible 

od. wy . 

There ‘once existed a very powerful Persian Empire. 
The Jews were the captives of this Empire.- And as Pri- 
soners of war were not then kept in foul hulks and dirty 
holes, as in this country, but were used as servants, or evel 
allowed to live as citizens among their conquerers, the 
Jews collected some books in their captivity, gave them 
a Jewish Dress, and pronounced them to be the sacred ora- 
cles of their Idol God Jehovah. \ This is warranted by the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah; for there it may be seed, 
that the Jews, as a body or community, were actually igo 
rant of the existence or use of any such books, until Esra 
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communicated it to-them and read to them the pretended 
law given to Moses by their God. 

We have authority to admit thus much, because, at no 

distance of time afterwards, it is known positively, that 
these Jew Books had obtained so much repute as to be 
translated by another conqueror (Ptolemy) into the Greek 
language. . 

Being conquered. by the Grecians, the Jews became ac- 
quainted with the different kinds of philosophy them known, 
and formed a. variety of very rigid sects: and the emanation 
from one thing to another produced at length that system 
which has been for seventeen hundred years known under 
the name of Christianity. 

Any precise history of the origin of Christianity and the 
books of the New Testament, does not exist, and now seems 
to be unattainable; but all we know of history at present 
teaches us, that sectarianism had its origin in the schools of 
Greece, and precisely at that time when the doctrine of 
spirits originated. Such a doctrine could alone be calcu- 
lated to produce sectarianism, because, it possessed no pre- 
tensions to demonstration: all was fiction amd invention. 
Itwas their ignorance of chemical science which led the 
Greeks,to. work upon the notion of spirits: they invented 
because they could not demonstrate the causes of the effects 
they saw in existence. 

‘The whole of authentic history teaches us, that Christi- 
aity rose in Asia Minor, in and about Antioch, spread it- 
self enrly through Greece, through the.whole of Europe af- 
le.a-period.of about six hundred years, and predominated 
onthe Mediterranean coasts of Asia-and Africa until it was 
expelled by the more powerful fraud of Mahomet. It can 
only now be said to have a fair existence in Europe and 
America; and, on. these continents, it is assaulted on all 
tides by. the power of knowledge—knowledge that it (Chris- 
lianity ) has no good foundation: and before this knowledge 
itmust-fall, . 

The books. which form the New Testament area mere 
No. 11, Vol. VIII. 
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selection from a hundred others, as those in which the tale 
about Jesus Christ and the first preachers of Christianity 
was most consistently told: and when it is seen, that the 
present authorised books are full of discord in their state. 
ments; when jt is known that these discordant tales have 
once been made to harmonize with each other by public 
edict, and that so late as the sixth or seventh century under 
the reign of the Emperor Anastasius; when it is known, 
that no one of the more than hundred Gospels and Epis. 
tles, which circulated up to the commencement of the 
fourth century, had more authority than the others; and 
when it is known, that the present book called the New Tes- 
tament was formed and authorized to be received, upon the 
Same or similar authority as the thirty-nine articles of the 
Church of England were and are ordered to be received, so 
late as the fourth century, by a mere council of interested 
Priests, with an ignorant tyrant of a Roman Emperor at 
their head, we may be assured, that not only are these 
books void of all trath and good foundation, but supported 
for no other purpose than to preserve, on the part and for the 
advantage of powerful tyrants and robbers, a system of fraud 
and plunder upon the ignorant part of mankind, who by the 
aid of mystery and secresy are easily imposed upon, and 
quietly spoiled of the profits of their labour. ) 
This is the truth, as to the foundation of the Old and New 
Testaments, of Judaism and Christianity, of Jehovah and 
‘Jesus Christ. The books are real existences, to which we 
ean refer for examination; but the names, are words only, to 
which no reference can be made, but as to words without 
meaning. Jehovah isthe J upiter of the Jews, and Jesus Christ 
the Jupiter, the tutelary deity, of the Christians, As well 
may the Heathen send Missionaries to the Christians, a8 the 
latter to the former; for they are all idolators alike; and if 
their. morality be weighed, it will be found tbat the abused 
heathen are the superior of the two. Historical facts place 
it beyond all doubt, that the aggregate morality of the Chris 
tians, from the origin of Christianity, is much below that 
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of any other known sect. The Jews were bad enough, but 


- the Caristians have exceeded them in baseness and the de- 


gradation of the human character. 

The second bead on which I have to treat is, the mischief 
which Methodism brings on its. adberents, and on the re- 
mainder of the community. 

[ am not prepared to’ deny that the exertions of. John 
Wesley did great good among the Colliers of Kingswood 
andthe Miners of Cornwall; but lam prepared to ques- 
tion, whether the'evil which has arisen from the formation 
of sonumerous a sect as the Methodists now are, has not 
counterbalanced all the good that was at first worked on a 
morabground. The moral improvement which Methodism 
has worked in some profligate characters, by terrifying them 
with the threatened terrors of hell-fire, is but trifling when 
compared with the mental misery which it has otherwise 
produced on weak and moral minds, and the distraction 
which it has carried into many thousand families. Many 
mothers have destroyed both themselves and children, from 
the insanity produced by'the mentally terrific doctrines of 
Methodism: and many a mother have I known to leave her 
children crying in the streets, or locked into a room whilst 
she was attending her class-meetings, her prayer-meetings, 
her preachers, her love-feasts, and all such nonsense. I have 
known these»poor wretches excuse their conduct on the 
ground, that God would be sure to take care of their chil- 
dren Whilst the mother -was so well employed as to be at- 
tending’her religious duties!- I-have known weak men, or 
immoral ‘men, driven to intoxication and almost to madness 
fom the disorders which ‘the wife’s distraction about ber 
religion and her consequent neglect of home has gene- 
ratedyicy ' 

‘Bat'this is not the whole of the evil. Wherever a woman 
is so'situated as'to‘be above the want of the necessaries of 
ile, it-is expected that she brings to the funds of ber religi- 
ouscommunity; all that she can grasp or withdraw from her 


- OWN Or family’s expences. There are thousands of instances 
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in this country both past and present, where servant-maids 
have been and are taxed to the full half of their wages, tg 
support the various demands which are made in the nameof 
this work of God! There are thousands of instances where 
money has been drawn from individuals and families, whilst 
they were actually languishing from the want ofa sufficiency 
of food! So immense have the collections become among 
this sect, under the sham pretence of carrying on this work 
of God, that the revenue drawn from the property of those 
who are payers and not receivers is enough to manage well 
the government of such a country as this, upon an econo- 
mical republican plan. Collections are made under every 
pretence that can be devised: the receivers give a receipt 
for religious zeal in proportion to the disposition of the party 
' to give money: and the thing has actually become but ano- 
ther mode of selling indulgences. An absolution for religi- 
ous duties neglected, or for sins committed, is still to be pur- 
chased by a free donation of money in all the sects. 

It is this money! money! money! which is at the bottom 
of every religion. Whatever austerities the dupes may be 
required to adopt, you never see the priest adopt them. 
Purchase his good will and ‘the journey to heaven is made 
easy, and the passport for good reception is ensured, alike 
in all sects. ae” 

It is plain to the common sense of every man who is not 
blinded by the’ craft of the priest, that a labouring family 
can live’and appear better upon twenty than upon fifteen 
shillings weekly; and if religion makes this difference in @ 
waste of time to attend to it,'and.a payment of money 
support it, which is but'a moderate calculation, the evil ge 
nerated is obvious. | ) ped 

It has been pressed upon the minds of ignorant people it- 
cessantly, that this attendance to religion is the only criterion 
of morality.. Many strong and: moral minds have resisted 
the cheat; but the weak and the immoral have alike sought 
refuge in it: the one from fears; the other to evade a merited 
imputation. But, as Ihave clearly shewn that all religiot 
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is founded on falsehood, and designed as a cheat, a means to 
plunder industry, it follows, that it is wholly immoral: and 
instead of being a criterion for, is the reverse of, morality. 
The fraud, like every other fraud, is kept in countenance by 
the numbers who subscribe to it, and who are its dupes to 
their own great injury. | 

A man bred up to-espouse a particular system, seldom 
stops to énquire into its value, or good foundation, Every 
thing which opposes the common routine of his mind and 
actions, seems at first to him, to be improper and unnatural; 
because, what he has learnt, he concludes to have been pro- 
per and natural. He make his first step towards doubt just 
as a child towards the attainment of Something new in school 
exercise. The first impressions disgust and seem revolting 
to all.previously acquired ideas:. the second attempt is 
dreaded: but, impelled by necessity or curiosity, by degrees 
the difficulty vanishes—new lights flash upon his dark mind 
—and he rejoices in the acquisition of this new piece of 
knowledge, which, he soon begins to feel, has advanced bis 
comparative superiority. 

Shaking off bis foul attachments, and in full search of 
knowledge, he feel in reality, what is pretended in matters 
of religion, that he is regenerated—born again—a new being. 
He soon discovers that the only real power, tbe only true 
happiness, consists in superior knowledge; and he laments 
the time he has. wasted, as well as pities those who still so 
waste their time, about the fadse lore called religion. 

Tnstead of looking to a future life as a reward for the ac- 
tions of the present, his attainments explain to him, that the 
Prospect is a delusion, and that his actions are causes which 
produce immediate effects, tending to increase his pleasures 


or his-pains.. Once sensible that all excesses or wrong doing 


will yield him immediate punishment, he holds the best of 
all possible corrective powers, and wisely makes morality 
the helm of his actions. . ) 

‘How, much more admirable is that moral guide which is 
the result of Knowledge, than that which is the result of ter- 
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ror and a gloomy foreboding about eternal misery? The 
one is like the firm and sure step apon secure ground: the 
other like'a groping in the dark, where you fear every step 
will lead you into a gulpb, or over a precipice; where you 
move in fear and trembling subject to a constant terror from 
the imagination of inevitable danger and never-ending 
pain. 

The life of the Methodist is one continued scene of dely- 
sion, either pleasing or terrific. He is either filled with vi- 
sions about heaven and happiness, or about hell and torment, 
He actually buries himself in this delusion, and can scarcely 
be said to live. He fills himself with unnatural notions, and 
destroys the natural properties of his animal life. Instead 
of being freely moral, instead of worshipping the power that 
gave and’ supports bis life: his every action, his every 
thought, is hostile towards it, and his very reason he curses 
and contemns! 

Religious, frantic madman! know that you not only em- 
bitter your own life, but that of those who are compelled to 
witness it, and who are affected by yourinsanity. Arraying 
yourself against every moral and natural power, you rush 
into chimeras, and waste your strength in your struggles 
with the phantoms of your own diseased vision. ‘ Watch 
‘and pray” is your maxim: but for what? Why wateb? 
why pray? when every production of nature is within your 
reach, and attainable by persevering industry ? Do you find 
that your religious care and watching improves your health 
or your condition, or that prayer adds a tittle to your pro 
perty and produce? ‘Fry the power of your watching and 
prayer upon any nateral product: see if you can jnerease 
the number of ears of corn, or of any kind of fruit and vege- 
table, by your religious exertions? Wretch! your prayer !§ 
unnatural and wicked discontent ! your mind is diseased: 
your religion the result of ignorance! and the God to whom 
you pray, and in whom you hope and confide for unnateral 
ends, a phantom that exists no where, separate from = 
depraved, false, and foolish imagination ! 
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The cause of sectarianism is ignorance. Wise men, they 
who really seek knowledge, can be of no sect or party, bat 
that which is opposed to insolent ignorance. Ever open to 


examination and instruction, and ever desirous of instruct- 


ing others, they are as willing that their own opinions shall 
be investigated, as they desire to investigate those of others. 

Dogmas they know not, Mystery they hold to mean 
nothing but ignorance. And-secresy they pronounce to be- 
the ally of nothing but roguery and bad intent. The wise 
man has no secrets, no mysteries, no dogmas. Knowledge, 
pure and unquestionable, is the prize for which he is in 
search; for well he knows that it procures power, profit and 

every thing which charms, embellishes, and heightens the 
pleasures of life. ‘To shame and fear he is a stranger, because 
every action is open, and regulated upon the result of deli- 
beration, ° 

‘But what do we > find the Methodist to be? A slave to his 
priest and his superstition: a mean, base and sneaking ani- 
mal, who fancies that the merited contempt of mankind is 
his sure passport to his Christ. A creature, who like the 
Roman Catholic, makes a sacrifice of his reason and his 
property to his priest, and feels absolution from his sins, by 
the dint of money and the promised pardon in exchange. 
One of the senseless springs of that machine which is ever 
used to procure political power to the few who lead. The 
member of a faction: the tool of a party; the manure of a 
sect, . With less of reason than a dog, and less of happiness 
than the hog which is fed for slaughter; he hunts his Idol 
God, or wallows in the mire created bi: his. own supersti- 
tion, alike uncomfortable awaking and sleeping. His mind 
isalways in pursuit of a phantom that elades every fancied 
grasp; and he pluages into “ the slough of despond,” heedless 
of bis path, his prospects, or his life. 

Enchanted with iusane raptures, the nervous excitement 
produced by singing, by praying, and by the hope or terror - 
communicated by the preaching of the Priest, is rea 
“ipposed to be a supernatural influence and a dealing wit 
Spirits. A patling with spirit it certainly is; but not a sa- 
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pernatural spirit: it is a natural action upon that Spirit 
which pervades the nerves and forms the basis of aninial 
life. It is an electric influence, a natural and not 
supernataral influence. The nervous cures effected by a 
supposed influence in or through Prince Hohenlohe, has 
exact the same foundation. The hope, the agitation, the 
confidence works the cure, and gives new vigour to the 
diseased nerves in every part of the body. The prin- 
ciple which. communicates joy or terror may be suppos- 
ed capable of working other effects in the way of curing 
nervous diseases *, ‘To free a human being from the terror 
of hell, isas much a miracle as to restore a crippled limb; 
presuming, that the disease of the limb is a deficiency in the 
nervous or muscular influence.’ And if such a cure be 
worthy of being called a miracle, I will undertake to cure 
every diseased mind that will communicate with me. The 
cure of crippled-limbs I will not undertake, for that is alone 
the work of the patient and not of-the doctor. 

Another cause of Methodism is the systematic method of 
association: the constant meetings in classes, for prayers, 
for singing, and for public worship. All this is calculated 
to abstract the mind from other matters, and to rivet it to 
the sect in which* alone its happiness is found to center. 
Some attend from a’fondness for company, some to ex- 
hibit their persons, some from a Jove of singing, some from 
curiosity alone: and once accustomed so to meet, the thing 
becomes an irresistible habit, to break from which is like 
parting with life. 7 

If Free Discussion existed ; if the means were established 
to communicate every species of knowledge to all who 
would seek it; if music, singing and dancing were systemati- 
cally encouraged, as matters of recreation in open and res- 
pectable places, where every immoral act or indication was 
exposed to the frowns of the spectators, and instantly dis 


_ * Thave known severe temporary fits of rheumatic pain, under which 
the patient was a cripple, removed by joy, passion, and a resolution to 
take great exercise. If called for I coukl name instances of the three 
kinds among three living characters. 


* 
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couraged; if mind and body were really free to do every 
thing that was moral and proper to be done, then your reli- 
gious sects would vanish:as your dogmas were exposed and 
overthrown. At present, every law, every custom, tends to 
drive the robbed, degraded, and insulted people within your 
folds: for a bideous system exists on the part of the power- 
ful, the rich, and the religious, to punish and persecute every 
indication of happiness that is seen among the labouring part 
of the community. No slaves that ever existed were so 
wretched as are the labouring people of this Island in the 
aggregate. In some manufactories, and in some districts, 
slavery is quite systematical, and really deplorable... If the 
negroes abroad are subject to a driver with a whip,-the 
same is practised at home ; and regular floggers are a part 
of the establishment in our great manufactories in the North. 
Fines attend the slaves at every step, and to be found read- 
ing aught but a religious tract, is a disqualification for 
further employ! This is a shocking state of society, and one 
that cannot possible be continued with the knowledge now 
dispersed: by the Printing Press. It is a struggle between 
physical and moral power, and the lattter must ultimately 
conquer. . , 
’ The system of the day tends to make one part of the 
community extremely rich, and the other, the larger, and 
the labouring part extremely poor.. This is decidedly 


_ Wrong: riches ought to be allied to labour, and poverty to 


idleness, Your religion, your Methodism, has a tendency 
to support the evil part of this system. Your chapels and 
your Priests are so many trap-cages and decoy-birds to en- 
soare the ignorant and unwary, and to extend and rivet their 
poverty. The little which the monopolists of property 
award to the labourer, your priests desire to lessen by their 
frand and for their support, under the pretence of doing 
God service: asifa God, if almighty as you say, could not 
catry on his own business without your assistance and 
the poor man’s pence. Ab! It is all a vile scheme. A 
murderous, a plundering scheme! 

‘As a proof of what I have just stated, and as a proof that 
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the Methodists are really become the Roman Catholics, the 
Jesuits, of the day, 1 will notice what has lately passed at 
Malton, a borough in Yorkshire. 

There has been a dispute about money in the Methodist 
Connection of this place. ‘The Priest thought he was not, 
and the Congregation thought he was, well enough paid. 
He demanded, insisted apon more money: they refused to 
comply. The consequence was that he excommuanicated 
the refractory members, who amounted to the majority. 
What could the Pope have done more than this? What 
more than this has he or any other Roman Catholic Priest 
done? The subdject became a matter of discussion at the 
yearly conference of the preachers, and rather alarmed at 
the present tendency of the matter, they have decided in 
favour of the excommunicated members, which may be 
seen by the following paragraph copied from a Hull 
Paper :— 


‘“‘A deputation of mmisters from the Wesleyan conference 
consisting of.the Revs, G. Marsden, T, Stanley, and Robert 
Miller, arrived at Malton, on Monday week, for the purpose of 
investigating the grounds of the late differences between nearly 
the whole of the members of the Wesleyan society, of that place, 
and their late preachers, the Rev. F. Derry and James Beckwith. 
Mr. Marsden preached in the evening: and after the sermon, 
commenced an address to the society, by informing them of the 
solemn religious feeling and very extraordinary sense of the pre- 
sence of God, which had impressed the minds of the preachers 
during their late conference at Sheffield, and: congratulated them 
on the proofs God had given- the conference of his continued 
approbation of their labours, by adding to their different societies, 
during the year nearly 10,000 additional members. He then ob- 
served of what vast importance conference was to the Methodist 
bedy, bringing, as it'did, under its review and scrutiny, the affairs 
of the Wesleyan societies in all the four quarters of the globe ex- 
cepting those of the United States; who have their own conference; 
and that, amongst other things, the troubles of the Malton friends 
had been a subject of its deliberation; that it had deputed him, 

and the Rev, Brethren who. accompanied him, to regulate what 
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might be wrong among them; and, as God guided the. decisions 
of conference, he trusted he would also guide him and his. brethren 
in performing thearduous duty imposed upon him. He read from a 

r the names of the expelled leaders, and said the persons whose 
names he had read, with the members of their respective classes, 
were now considered, and had never been recognized by confer- 
ence in any other light than as members of their society. The 
deputation met the next morning, and after a long investigation of 
all the circumstances relating to the quarrel, expressed in the most 
unequivocal manner their approbation of the conduct of the lead- 
ers, and pronounced the conduct of the preachers a gross violation 
of the rules of Methodism. Something to that effect will be an- 
nounced to the society on Sunday next, an account of which we 
hope we shall be able to publish next week. Too much praise 
eannot be given to the leaders, for such an example of spirited and 
well-timed resistance of priestly tyranny— Rockingham.” 


This was beginning excommunication rather too early on 
the score of more money! See what proper resistance will 
doin allsuch cases! | 

Having introduced this paragraph, | can do no less than 
notice what js there said about the, Conference.of the Me- 
thedists. This conference is a yearly assembly of all the 
Preachers, who are deputed or who.cau conveniently. attend. 
They report the numbers of their several districts and parti- 
cular occurrences. It is, of course, the convocation, the 
parliament, the general inquest of this class or sect called 
‘Methodists, Im this last. conference we are informed that a 
Proposition was made, and lost but by a majority of about 
‘seventy, that the Methodist Priests should conform to tbe 
Litargy of the Church of England. This means a great 
deal: for though we know that John. Wesley never deviated 
from that Liturgy, and where he was allowed, preferred 

‘to preach, &c. inthe Parish Churches and Chapels; yet, the 
‘Rotice'in renewing. the matter means, what, John never 
‘hiéakt;it:now means that the Methodists calculate on 
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making such a progress, that the Government, the Church 
and State, will by and by be glad to come to an open union, 
both as to profits and powers with them. This “ Whore of 
Babylon” would be an excellent, kind, religious whore, jf 
she would share her income with her abusers! It is the ip. 
come, the tithes, the offerings extorted, the glebes, the plun- 
dered public charities, that the Methodists now want to add 
to their already. rich and well paid Priesthood! This js 
what the lost proposition meant; and if the public voice 
does not cry down the attempt, it will be renewed year after 
year until it succeeds. | 

As to what is said about the “ solemn religious Seeling 
and very extraordinary sense of the presence of God which 
had impressed the minds of the preachers during their late 
conference at Sheffield—and the proofs God had given 
the conference of his continued approbation of their la- 
bours, by adding to their different societies, during the 
year, nearly: 10,000 additional members, | would observe: 

First: that this sense of the presence of God is nothing 
more than‘the same influence by: which Prince Hohenlobe 
performs his miracles: a sensation impressed by circum- 
stances, a natural effect of a natural cauSe, a nervous excile- 
ment, a delusion, an illusion, a false imagination. The 
proof of all which is that there is no such a God as these 
poor insane creatures dream about. Their inward lights, 
their religious feelings, their conference or communion with 
their God, is all one simple process, and a natural action 
upon the nerves. It was thus the first:monks fancied them- 
selves the receivers of this divine light, this presence of God, 
by sitting for hours in a bended posture, and in a fancied 
‘divine conference. It is thus the Mahometan holds com- 
munion with Mahomet. It is thus that Emanuel Sweden- 
borg travelled to the dwellings of the angels and conversed 
with the world of spirits. It is thus, the poor ignorant Me- 
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thodists receive what they call divine grace, after an excite- 
ment of hours of prayer and mental distraction. It is thus 
the sufferer is reanimated by sympathy and relief. It is 
thus the Prisoner is delighted when the moving of his cell 
door exhibits to him the image of a consoling friend. It 
is thus that we receive all the impulses of the passions. 

And second: that so far from an addition of numbers being 
a proof of God's approbation of their labours, I am bold 
enough to ask; why their fancied almighty God is so slow 
a workman; why he waited the birth and manhood of 
John Wesley to make mankind what they ought to be: and 
why, if Methodism be good, he does not make us all Me- 
thodists?- Why cannot he so inspire a Methodist. Priest 
that one may be found able to‘combat me in the field of argu- 
ment? Answer me in this, all you favoured Metodistical 
believers in'an almighty God. You cannot. But I can. 
Your God has no more power than the Baal, the Dagon 
of the Philistines, or than the Devil of Ceylon. You are 
allalike Idolators. The Almighty Power which the wise 
man sees in existence, works by no such means as you ima- 
gine; and in relation to that power, you, Methodists, are 
just as insignificant as the animalcula which’ you swallow, 
or as the itisect which is crushed by your every footstep. 
In distinguishing yourselves as a sect, you not only incur 
gteat individual expence and waste much time and much 
property, but by that monopoly of influence and interest 
whieh every sect genérates you throw an unmerited and 
an unjust injury on the other parts of the community. 
Your sectatianism producing no kind of good in itself is cal- 
culated to keep up a constant hostility in the country. At 
first, when your influence was small and your numbers few, 
you were persecuted for your peculiarities, and persecuted 
most'severely: but:now -strengthened and emboldened. by 
numbers and wealth, you set out upon every species of 
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Quixotic adventure, and tilt at all who may not fee! the — 
power to resist you, you are; in fact, become persecuators j, 
turn. : 

Through you, Mr. Butterworth, and afew leaders who 
form a Committee in the Metropolis, the ministers, every cor. 
rupt minister, of the day, can command the weight of your 
whole sect: At their instigation, you issue orders to every 
Methodist congregation; that the members are not to med. 
dle with politics, are not'to read. political books, are not to 
be seen with men who call themselves Reformers. And 
this is'Methodism, is it ? : 

Do your Methodists pay taxes? Yes. Then why should 
they not enquire to what purpose this part.of their property 
is applied? Why should they be passive slaves to act upon 
your dictation? What wisdom:have you and half a dozen 
of your companions exhibited, that you claim to be 
conscience keepers and directors ofa million of haman 
beings? Have you no interest in allthis influence? Have 
you no views separate from your love for the Methodists? 
Answer me in those things, or shew’'me why every indivi- 
dual member of your Methodist: connexion should not be 
at liberty to judge of right and wrong, as well as you? 
Ability in you for any thing beyond a compilation of a 
Bible Concordance, [ never heard of. 1 can find thousands 
of labouring men, thousands of cotton spinners and weavers, 
who have more ability than yous and whose general con- 
versation would make you blash, from a sense of inferivrity. 
Why then, or upon what ground do you-undertake to bind 
the whole body of Methodists to the chariot wheels of an 
infamous tyranny? Why would you make them passive 
_ slaves? Not for their interest—not for ‘their comfort—not 
for their improvement. 

‘Already we see the Methodist connexion split into balf 
dozen different’ sects, We have the Old Connection, the 
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New Connection, the Independent, the Primitive, the Kilha- 
mites, the Ranters, and, I understand, several others to me 
with names unknown. This proves that, it is but one common | 
evil, and that all the sects have the same bad foundation. 
You, Methodists’ Leaders, feel a desire to keep the mass 
of your dupes as ignorant as possible, and so desires every 
other tyrant. You tell them what books are proper, and 
what are improper to be read! But how do you know? 
And if you do know: why do you not allow your flocks 
toread, to examine, and to think and judge for themselves ? 
What danger could accrue to them in a fair enquiry for 
themselves ? Here the cloven foot is displayed! You know 
that, if this fair enquiry took place, these poor, ignorant, 
duped creatures would discover that they were imposed 
upon, You know, that no Methodism, that no ignorance can 
withstand the illuminating effects of such publications as 
those .of which I bave. been the Printer and Publisher, 
“Shun Carlile’s books:” you cry! And why? “ Because 
they will teach you more than we wish you to know! Loox 
101 BUTTSRWORTH : LOOK TO IT METHODISTS. 
: RICHARD CABLILE.. 











Paid ir into Mrs. Carlile’s hands the following Sums, through the 
medium of John Harper, Manchester. 


s. uw. s. d. 
Mr.Haslinden = #2 6 J. Hobson 1 0 
Mr. W. Jackson 4 0 Freewill 0 6 
Thomas Thomson 1 0 Ellen Bottomley 0 6 
Ann Thompson 1 0 John Bottomley 1 0 
John Tarne 1 6 Joseph Hargate 1 0 
E. Briddock 1 O A Bolton Radical 1 0 
Nathan B yrom 0 6 G. W., Rowson, and his 
A Friend - - 0 6 Friend, F. S. 2 0 
Tadwell 0 6 R. Lord 10 
E. Hobson oe 1.8.0... - 1 0 
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EvERY reader of the present No. of “ The Republican who 
inay think it worth advertising is advised’ to do it to the 
exten) of his convenience by chalking the walls with the 
words: Rzdp’ CARLILE’s REPUBLICAN ADDRESSED TO 
THE ‘Mrruopists!! '!-No. 11, Vou. 8.” 

this chalking of the walls is an excellent mode of dura: 
ble advertisement. easily done, easily renewed when tub- 
bed out, and lo expence. ‘It is a good amusement for any | 
useful. purpose, I recommend it.to-be done for me by my 
friends all-over the country a3 a piece of service to the cause 
we'advocate.” Tt may. be done for any publication that is 
re by the Chalker. 
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